


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





eo a ee ee 





“WE LOVE HIM BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED Us,” 





TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM........-TO BE PAID HALF YEARLY IN ADVANCE. 





VOL, Ill. 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1325. 


NO. ol. 








GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY BY 


SIMON BURTON. 
LS BVERETT, EDITOR. 


H. A. SALISBURY, PRINTER. 
Office in front of the Court House. 

i} NO SUBSCRIPTION RECEIVED FOR LESS THAN SIX 
MONTHS, AND NO PAPER DISCONTINUED UNTIL 
ALL ARAREARAGES ARE PAID, UNLESS AT 
THE DISCRETION OF TH® PUBLISHER. 


A DREAM. 

{ had returned from the solemnities of a fu- 
neral service, performed at the interment of an 
infant, six months old ; and as a dream is gene- 
rally supposed to come through the multitude 
of thoughts, which occupy the mind when a 
person is awake, it is not impossible that the 
one which I am about to relate was, in part, at 
least, occasioned by the serious reflections 
which passed in my mind at the solemn scene 
above menticned. 

The tender shoot which death had so recent- 
ly cut down seemed to presenta variety of sub- 
jects for contemplation. The few days it had 
numbered, the pains it had endured, its entire 
innocence, the ligaments by which a mother’s 
affections were bound to such an engaging ob- 
ject; but most of all, the subject of a future 
state, and the inheritance which the little flow- 
cr, just nipped by the frost of death, might pos- 
sibly occupy hereafter ; all thes2 and more see- 
med toclaim a due portion of serious reflection. 
Unnumbered questions arose ard seemed to 
pass in succession without being solved. 

On my way to Myrtle-street, walking south- 
erly, my eyes were attracted by the sublime 
appearance of the heavens, as the sun was low 
and partly obscured by broken clouds. The 
vapors had ascended to an unusual height, and 
had acquired an appearance some what similar 
to the dress in which we frequently behold an 
April morning. Such a scenery combining its 
magic influence with the attractions before men- 
ticned seemed to gain a control of both mind 
and feelings which was not easily resisted.— 
And in fact there seemedto be nothing forbid- 
ding in the general theme which occupied my 
thoughts, though it was strongly tinctured with 
the pensive. 

After gaining my fire side and taking the 
slight refreshment which nature required, my 
thoughts still devoted to the contemplations a- 
bove hinted, balmy sleep seemed to interpose 
its opiate powers and decoyed meg ite the re¢- 
gion of death. 
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I was instantly made a spectator of a scene 
which was supposed to be the Genera Jupc- 
MENT, Which has been a subject of pulpit de- 
clamation for centuries. 

I saw the dead, small and great called into 
one immense concourse, but it was tooexten- 
sive for the eye fully to survey. Ina _ few se- 
conds J saw a numerous company separate from 
the rest, which seemed to associate as if on bu- 
siness of consultation. I wondered greatly 
what they could wish to consult about, on an 
occasion like this ; and feeling not a little exci- 
ted, I inquired of a sober old man, who seem- 
ed to pay some little attention to ine, what that 
large company had met to consult upon, and 
who they were. He looked wery placid at me, 
and said ; These are the clergy, and they are 
assembled for the purpose of settling certain 
points respecting the general judgment, about 
which, during the whole gospel administration, 
they have been at great variance. I no soon- 
er heard this statement, then it occurred to me 
that there must be some points, relative to the 
general judgment, which were in an unsettled 
state, and I proceeded to ask my aged friend if 
he knew what those particulars were. He 
gave me a pleasant smile and said ; the subject 
about which they are the most concerned is, 
whether the righteous as well as the wicked, 
are to have their conduct all exposed. For 
reasons, continued my friend, well known to 
themselves, they are nearly all opposed to this ; 
but there are a few who think they have no 
right to object. He then further informed me, 
that they had more business on their hands 
than they would be able to setile in a thousand 
years ; for, said he, they have been about it 
nearly two thousand, and have made no prog- 
ress. LT asked him if the conditions of justifi- 
cation were among the unsettled points, and 
he said, yea. He further informed me that 
the clergy, who held to unconditional election, 
and reprobation, and those, who, from their ve- 
ry souls, abhored that doctrine, were, at the 
moment, contending about a moderator to gov- 
ern the council, and that it would be impossi- 
ble for them ever to come to a choice! Here 
an interruption of the dream took place, anda 
very different scene commenced, 

As if all preliminaries had been settled, it 
seemed that the judgment had commenced and 
was progressing. Nothing butits beingadream 
can account for the fewness of subjects which 
occupied my mind, I did netthink of my own 
case any more than as if the judgment would 
take no cognizance of me; nor did I ask my 
friend how people behaved toward each other 











— oe 








ye I ae 


te Sel pote 


ws 









ei oS 
— 















































apie 


ee. 
_—_ 
SEC ce 


ao HASTE 
ee lee 


eet xo = 


ye 










Log 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 





at the judgment, who in the mortal state were 
violuut enemies ; but I was very desirous to 
know how the judgment proceeded in regard 
to it.le children. No doubt the thoughts which 
oceun.ed my mind at the funeral of the infant 
were the cause of this anxiety. My friend told 
me that I was under 2 mistake about the judg- 
menis proceeding at all; and added, that the 
clergy could not agree on any one point; and 
as they claimed to be the principal witnesses, 
especi:ly in cases where criminals were to be 
condcrned, the judgment could not proceed ! 
By this time my mind seemed to assume al- 
most a regular train of thoughts, and I looked 
with surprise at my friend, and said, Sir, this is 
unaccountable! I can hardly believe that I 
amnotinadream! Is it possible that all the 
saints, who have been in heaven for ages, 
and ail the wicked, who have been in hell for as 
many oges are brought here to judgment, and 
have now got to wait until the clergy shall have 
ended their disputes, when in fact you tell me 
icis whatthey never cando? At this moment 
{ cume so neer being awake that the dream was 
‘cain interrupted ; but as sleep prevailed on 


the system, my mind was again anxiously exer- | 


cised on the subject of infauts at the general 
judement. Allofa sudden there were pre- 
sented to my eves a couple of clereymen con- 
versing with much earnestness, one of them | 
holding in his arms, in a careful and fond man-! 
ner, the lide babe, whose funeral I had just 
attended. I was exceedingly interested to 
kv.ow whet was to be the fate of the dear child, 
and endeavored to get pear enough to hear 
what was said, But here again my dream see- 
med to act like itself, for it would not allow me 
to come so near as J wanted to, nor to hear so 


distinctly 





y as I desired ; but L heard a few words | 
wich Leould net form properly into sentences. | 
Teculd hear the ene who held the child say, | 
Lord—arms—blessed them—kingdom of heae| 
ven—whicb satisfied me that he was reciting 
the passage which gives an account of the Sa-| 
viour’s taking litle children in his arms and | 
blessing them, and saying, of such is the king-! 
dom oflieaven, Icould hear the other, with! 
great veliemence, utter, is not one of the elect 
—was pot baptised—except—shall not see the 
hingdom of heaven—unbelieving parents ; but 
wich I was satisfied that he was urging that 
the infunt was not elected from all eternity to 
everlasting life ; that it had not been baptised, 
ilet it never was regenerated, &c. But all did 
uotineline the other to yield up the child. I 
thought I hardly knew whether I ought to be 
angry or grieved, or both, at seemg this clergy- 
man contending for the everlasting destruction 
of the infant ; and I became so affected that the 
scene cotirely changed. 

It seemed now that the judgment was in fact 
eoing on, and t heard the judge put certain 
questions to some, who stood before him with 
no little boldness. Question by the Judge.— 
You appear to be very confident that you are 
cnitled to my favor, what have you to urge as 





your claims? Answer.—We have for a lone 
time loved vou most sincerely, we have paid 
you much devotion, and we have been willing 
to be miserable to all eternity for your majesty’s 
glory, and we have loved our wicked neighbor 
as ourselves. There are our claims, and we 
always understood that for these merits we 
should be entitled to eternal life in heaven, and 
to all his joys arising from the torments of the 
wicked. Question by the Judge—Whiy did 
you love me? Answer.—We were afraid of 
everlasting condemnation if we did not. Ques- 
tion.—Why did you worship me? Answer,— 
Because we feared your wrath forever if w 

did not. Question.—What made you willing 
to be forever miserable for my glory? Answer. 
—For fear we should be! Question. —And 
what made you love your wicked neighbors as 
yourselves? Answer.—Because we expected 
if we did thus love them, you would sentence 
them to endless wo, that their torments micht 
enhance our bliss! As their answers were o’- 
ven they were recorded in large letters on 

parchment, and when the last of the above an- 








swers was recorded,the Judge turned the parch- 
ment round towards those who gave these an- 
swers, and commanded them to read their own 
words, but lo in a moment they were all struck 
blind and fell to the earth, and seemed to 
shrink even from themselves in honor and great 
confusion ? I was so overcome with this mos? 
moving sight, that it roused me from my sluin- 
bers—And lo it was a dream ! H. B. 
Bost. Universalist Magazin. 





A QUESTION CONSIDERED. 

There being very good grounds for believ- 
ing, that many sincere Christians entertain con- 
scientious scruples concerning the prepriety 0: 
using the word Reverend applicd to men; J 
have concluded that something migit be offered 
on this subject that might tend to remove such 
scruples, and to give satisfaction, even to the 
tenderest conscience, that the common use of 
this word to designate a public ordained preach- 
er of the gospel, is not only innocent, but jus- 
tifiable by scripture authority. 

The most material objection to the commor 
use of the word reverend, as far as 1 have learn- 
ed, is, that this word is applied to the supreme 
Being in the only passages of holy writ, in 
which it is found 5 and as it is applied to God. 
it is profaning the sacred title to apply it to an 
order of men. 

In reply to this objection it may be said that 
in the same passage where this word is applied 
to God, the word holy is also applied to him. 
See Psalm cxi. 9,“Holy and reverend is his 
name.” Nowif it be unlawful to apply the 


word reverend to men because it is applied to 
God, must it not follow, that because the word 
holy is applied to God it is not lawful to apply 
it to men? But the word holy is, in scripture, 
applied to a variety of subjects besides the di- 
vine Being, and among the rest we find men.— 
There were 


The seventh day was called holy. 
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zlso two places in the tabernacle which were 
called holy. See Exodus xxvi. 32,“ And the 
vail shall divide unto you between the holy 
place and the most holy. In a number of pla- 
ces we find “ holy mountain” spoken of. We 
read also of“ holy oil” and of holy people.— 
Also of the “ holy temple and of holy things.” 
The prophets are called holy men, &c. We 
are informed, moreover, that “ without holiness 
uo man shall see the Lerd,’? And we are com- 
nanded to be “ holy, for the Lord our God is 
holy.” 

It may be allowed that the word holy when 
applied to men should be considered in subor- 
dination too, to the word holy when applied 
to God; and ofthis subordinate use of the word 
we have anexample in the passage quoted form 
Exodus xxvi. 33. There we read of the holy 
place and of the most holy. The first is com- 
parative, the last superlative. 

When the foregoing is duly considered, it is 
believed, that the objection to the common use 
ofthe word reverend, resting on the simple 
tact of its being applied to the divine Being, 
will be fairly removed; and if the objector 
find any thing further in the way to prevent 
him from consenting to this common use, it may 
be because the very word reverend is not, in 

cripture, applied to men. 

The proper answer to this objection avails 


itself of the fact, that, according to scripture, | religion. 
founded what, in reality is nothing but super- 


reverence is justly paid to men, and proceeds 


this objection it seems that the auswer must b. 


very easy and satisfactory, for there is no re- 


spectful title given to any order of men, that is 
really any honor to a person any longer thoy 
he walks with becoming humility and circumn- 
spection in that office which is designated |) 
such title. So far from this, when aman s» 
conducts as to dishonor the office in which h 

is placed, that every office makes him the mor 

distinguished for his folly. But if a man duly 
fulfils the duty of his office, and conducts him- 
self with becoming propriety, the public senti- 
ment and feeling will do him honor, aud will 
respect him, let the word, by which his offic: 
is designated, be what it may. 


Relative to this subject, it is worthy of no- 


tice, that it isthe office which is honorable, and 
that the man, whose conduct is agreeable wir) 
the office, and altogether what the office re- 
quires of him, justly shares of the honor which 
is paid to the office. ‘The words of St. Paul in 
Eph. v. seems to favor this argument; see verse 
17, “ Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honor, especially they wh: 
labor in word and doctrine.” 

It isan opinion which much deliberate re- 
flection and the experience of many years have 
contributed to confirm, that whatever tends to 
weaken public respect and reverence for sa- 


cred things is unfriendly to the cause of true 


Some, no doubt, have unhappily con- 


to argue that whoever is justly reverend is in |stition, with reverence for sacred things ; but 


fact reverend. See Eph, v. 33,“ And the wife 
see that she reverence her husband.’ Heb. xii. 


this is a mistake. 
tions to what is not sacred, and leaves those 


Superstition pays her devo- 


»,“ Furthermore, we have had fathers of our | which are, unregarded, 


flesh, which corrected us, and we gave them rev- 
erence ; shall we not much rather be in sub- 


If, after reading the foregoing remarks, any 


of my brethren should continue to think that 


jection to the Father of our spirits, and live ?”|the word reverend is too honorable a title for 


Here let it be observed, that we are not only 
furnished with scripture authority for using the 
word, but we are taught how to use it, viz. in 
4 subordinate sense when applied to subordin- 


one who isthe servant of Jesus Christ, they 
may be assured that their views are no offence 
to me, though I may continue to agree with 
what is so very naturally expressed, Prov. xxvii. 


ate creatures, but in a superlative sense when | 18; “ Whoso keepeth the fig-tree shall eat thy 


applied to the supreme Being ; for it is evident 
thatthe apostle means the same by being in 
vbjection as he does by giving reverence. 
Thouch the scriptures furnish much more 
han has been mentioned, by which arguments | 





fruit thereof; so he that wasieth on his maste 
shall be honored.” 


Li. B. 
Univ. Mag. 
REPLY. 


We are not sorry to mect the present oppor- 


a proof of the innocent use of the word rever- | tunity of saying something in additionto our 
end when applied to men might be maintained, | remarks, in former volumes of this work, on 
it is deemed unnecessary further to extend the the subject introduced above from the Boston 
ubject, except it be to consider, what may be UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. ‘The ability of the 
‘thought the only remaining objection may be writer of the apology for the use of the term 
tated thus; Thé use of the word reverend, to Reverend, is acknowledged to be such, that we 
designate a certain order of men, signifies, on may be allowed to doubt whether a_ better a- 
on the part of the common people, a sort of a- pology can be offered than that we shail now 


basement or submission, which is inconsistent | examine. 


Therefore if we can show that the 


with that liberty, independence, and equality of writer has mistaken his subject, or that he has 
standing, into which the gospel of Christ intro- | advanced sophistry instead of argument, the 
duces all true believers; and on the other, it | question will be amicably settled. 


seems to indicate a kind of elevation of those | 


H. B.’s first answer to the objection, contain- 


to whom the word is applied, which is incon- ed inhis third & fourth paragraphs,is in avcount 
sistent with that true humility which necessari- as follows:—There are other terms, for in- 
ly combines with the profession and calling of stance, the term holy, which, in the same pas- 


a minister of the meek and lowly Saviour. 


To | sage is applied to God, is also in various pus- 
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sages of the Bilble applied to men,as well as 
to placesin the tabernacle, It is admitted, | 
however, ihat the term holy, when applied | 
to men, should be used in a subordinate sense. 
Now what does this amount to, when consid- | 
ered in reference to the matter in dispute? The 
fact stands thus—{(¥» Men call themselves REV- | 
EREND! they assume the title ;—they arrogate | 
of vighi, what no precedent found in the Scrip- 
tures or inthe usages of God’s prophets, or 


Christ's apostles, will justify. If if B. should 
produce trom the Scripiures proof, (referring 


to chapter and verse,) that Jeremiah called the 
prophei Isaiah the Reverend Isaiah, or that the 
aposde Peter called Paul the Reverend Paul, 


_ John Chase of this city, has dubbed himself? 
| on a brass plate affixed to his front door,“ Rev” 

-erend Johnson Chase.” Now this parson hag 
ino wife, consequently, is not reverenced, and is 
not reverend !!! 
| The reader, we believe, has by this, time cons 
cluded, that according to H. B.’s authority for 
the use of the term, its authorised application 
will now be so extensive, and the title so cheap, 
that no one in future will be disposed to con- 
tend for it. Indeed, we will venture the ex- 
pectation, that parson Chase will no sooner 
hiave read this article, than he will order his 
brass plate removed, and something more ap- 
propos to supply its place. 


The only remaining objection, considered 
iby H. B. is, that * it signific s, on the part of the 
men were called withan holy calling. We! common people,a sort of abasement or sub- 
may safely add, without fear of contradiction, | mission, which is inconsistent with that liber- 
that men were created, and are chastised with | ty,” &c. “into which the Gospel of Christ in- 
an holy design, Men are considered perfect in | troduces all true believers ; and on the other, 
Christ; and it isin relation to their Head, 


there would then be argument and testimony. 
Of the use of the word holy, we remark, that 





. it seems to indicate a kind of elevation of those 
that they are to be considered as sanctified and | to whom the word is applied, which is inconsis- 
purifiea, while in the body of corruption, If, tent with that true humility which ne ew 
Pever had reasoned with Paul, and said Broth- | combines with the profession and calling of 

er Paul, menare called holy in the Scriptures, | minister of the meek and lowly Saviour.” ‘. 
and i will cul you die Reverend Paul, and you | reply to this objection, it is argued, that it is 
sh il call me the Reverend Peter, and Jesus | the office which is honorable, and the man par- 
Cir'st, their Master, had said, So be it; we | | takes of the honor by justly discharging the 





think we should be disposed to say, Brother 
hi. «. Peter called his brother Paul ihe Rever- 
end t’eul, end we will call you, the Reverend 
ii. But, un -rtunately for modern opinions 
and usives, we have no such authority; and 
ali precedents will be found to originate in a’ 


‘ 
se 


source the credit of which will confer uo hou- | 


or on the cause or its supporters, 

Wi.h the above consideration of the apology, ' 
we are far from believing that the objection to | 
the use of the term Reverend in application to 
men, is * fairly »emoved.” 


i. B., in his stzt’ paragraph, opposes a fact 


to the objection; namely—wives were com- 
mended to reverence their husbands. And, 

fariler,that because we have been in subjection 
to our earthly fathers, we should much rather 

he in subjection to the Father of our spirits, — 
Then itis argued, that the apostle signifies by 
the term subje ction, that is signified by the 
phrase giving reverence. Hence it is conclu. 
ded, “ that whcever is justly reverenced, is in 
factreverend.” ‘The reader must, by this time, 


have perceived, that I. B.’s conclusion, deriv-. 


ed from the above premises, leads to a Iludi- 
erous result. Forthe pith and marrow of his 
argument is, that because the wile is comman- 
ded to reverence her husband,and because who- 
ever is justly reverenced is revered, it is just 
and proper to use the term, and apply it to men. 
So be it. But, please to recollect, the man | 
must havea wife—the wife must reverence her 
husband ; every man, therefore, who has a wife, 
is justly entitled to the term, whether, to use: 
the phrase of the poet, he be 
* Thescobler a on’d. or the parson gown’.” 


Alas! for some of the titled gentry, Mr. ! 


duties of the office, Itis supposed that Paul, 
Eph. v. xvi. favors the argument, by saying, 
* Let the e/ders that rule well be counted wor- 
thy of double honor, especially they who la- 
bor in word and doctrine.” HH. B. concludes, 
we presume, that by the “double honor,” is 
intended the title of Reverend! We then ad- 
| vances an opinion, the result of much deli ber. 
ate reflection, “ that whatever tends to weaken 
public respectand reverence for sacred things, 
is unfriendly to the cause of true religion,’”"—~ 
_Clergymen are those who demand the respect. 
They are, therefore, the sacred things. Pure 
religion is to strengthen the hands of the poor 
and needy ; to keep one’s self unspotted from 
the world. Willdubbing clergymen with the 
title of Rercrend, strengthen “public respect 
for sacred thines ; ?? Will this advance the 
cause of pyre religion ? Who among the prim- 
itive apostles and disciples of Christ, tried or 
proposed this expedient? Do not the pages 
of profane and ecclesiastical history prove the 
fact, that pure religion has declined in propor- 
tion as clergymen have assumed titles and hon- 
ours ? 
If. B. concludes with a liberal expression of 
toleration in sentime nt, and the quotation of 
Prov. xxvit. 18.“ Whoso keepeth the fig-tree 
shall eat the fruit thereof; so he that waiteth 
on his master shall be honoured.” In reply to 
the use of this quotation, we say, that the apos- 
‘tles and disciples of Christ, who waited on him 
their master, were not honoured i ia the manner 
talluded to, ‘They were not dubbed with titles. 
We cannot sce any analogy between the fruit 
‘of the fig-tree, and the title of Reverend. W 9 
cannot conceive how the “ tinkling of 3 name” 
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ean be counted an honor by those who love 
the praise of God, and not the praise of men ; 
especially when they are saluted with a title 


which their Master never authorized ; a tide | 


which none of their Master’s servants ever as- 
sumed ; a title which in the whole Scriptures 
of Inspiration, is applied only to the Name of 
the great Sovereign of all worlds. “ Let an- 
ather praise thee, and not thine own mouth ;a 
stranger and not thine ownlips.” Prov. xxvii. 2. 

We conclude by remarking, that we have a 
better opinion of H. B.’s prudence and self-com- 
mand, than to suppose it possible for him to be 
offended with our freedom of expression in dis- 
cussing the subject in question. We believe 
H. B. will be disposed to reject error at all 
times, and to embrace unsophisticated truth.— 


Gospel Herald. 
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UNIVERSALISM vs. METHODISM. 
(Continued from page 399.) 


‘* You insinuate that God has two ways of accom- 
plishing his work in saving sinners ; which are so op- 
posite that it appears irreconcilable with the nature 
of His government of the moral world. You admit 
that many people are pious ia thislife,andare quali- 
fied for heaven when they die. Others, who willful- 
ly refuse to accept ofsalyation on the terms cf the 
gospel—who remain obstinate till death find another 
way. You say, page 298, in reply to Mr. Fay,‘ let 
it be asked, is it not in the power of the Almighty to 
pour out sch a measure of grace upon the head of 
ithe vilest sinner as shall be effectual in reclaiming 
him ? Certainly. It must be conceded by our friend, 
that God is able to effect the entire regeneration of 
the sinner.’ Now, sir, admitting the doctrine of Om- 
nipotence, which I am not disposed to combat ; does 
it follow that he willdo it? You say, ‘ ifhe be able 
he will? This reasoning presents itself to the human 
mind in so conclusive a manner, as is supposed to be 
beyond all contradiction, and is therefore worthy of 
notice. Your reasoning represents Deity as well 
pleased with all the natural and moral evil in the u- 
niverse. For, if God could have hindered the intro- 
Juction of sin, consistently with buman agency, which: 
j:as entailed on all the human race the miseries now 
in the world, and would not, he must have becn we!] 
pleased with them. And unless you can account for 
this self evident fact on some other principle, you 
rust admit, that God does not exert his power in op- 
position to human agency. By supposing the Al- 
mighty w/d/ pour out such a measure of his spirii as 
(o necessiate sinners tocomply with his offers, is to 
destroy moral agency. ‘This conclusion you and all 
tle men on earthcannot evade. Ifa man do any 
thing without the free consent of his mind, it has not 


the nature of a moralaction. Inorder to constitute | 


the action morally good or evil, he must have pow- 
er to do, or ovt to do, at the same instant. That the 
great Speaker from heaven seriously offere’ salva- 
tion (call it temporal if you please) to the Jews, isa 
well known fact : that they did not receive it, is e- 
qually well known; and they realized the conse 
= 


You will say they were not damned — | 


ciethineaalninipecadam 
cursed? You will say,to open a coor for the Gen 
tiles. But could not God save the Jews and Gentiles 
too ? Certainly, on your plan.” 

Mr. Knapp, in the foregoing paragraph says, 
you insinuate that God has owo ways of ac- 
complishing his work in saving sinners.” As 
an evidence that Mr. K. has not yet arrived at 
perfection, we deny that any such thing has 
been insinuated or expressed by us. We mains 
tain that God has but one way of saving sinners, 
and that is by “Grace, not of works lest any 
man should boast.” Farther :—we do not “ ade 
mit that many people are qualified for heaven 
when they die,” as Mr. K. would insinuate — 
Mankind are not “ quilified” for heaven, until 
this mortal puts on immortality, and all re rais- 
ed to astate of glory, power, and spirituslity. 
Whether mankind are “ pious,” or remain ob- 
stinate till death. they must * all be changed” in 
order to be gualified for a state of unalloyed 
happiness. 

Our opponent finds fault with the idea that 
God is able, or has power, to pour out such a 
measure of grace, as shall be effectual in reclaim- 
ing the vilest sinner. He would have us_be- 
lieve, that God cannot do so, consistently with 
the agency ofthe creature. It will not be de- 
nied, however, that God has_ reclaimed some, 
and probably will reclaim many more by the 
“ influences of his holy spirit.” Thus much he 
has done and can do, consistently with man’s 
agency. But, why may not the same ruie be 
applied in all cases ¢ Sinners have been reclaim- 
ed, one after another, from the time of Adam 
until now; and why may we not believe, that 
all willfinally be reclaimed? Mr. K. in effec: 
replies, that God cannot consistently do so, be- 
cause sinners are obstinate and will remain se 
till death, and have the power, of themsclves, 
to withstand the influences of God’s holy spirit ; 
or, rather, that such measures as would be ef- 
fectual in reclaiming the whole human race are 
not consistent wiih the agency ef man. But 
we demand, how can the merciful interposition 
of the Almighty be consistent withsuch agency 
in one case, and not in another? It will not be 
said that man saves himself ;—we are told of 
the “influences of the holy spirit,’ without 
which none can be saved. And the scriptures 
are not silent on this subject. The Redeemer 
says, no man can come to the Father excepi he 
be drawn. 
christian will deny it) and weask how can God 
be consistent, and impartial, if he draws to him- 
selfone vile sinner, and neglecis to draw an- 
other, to all eternity? But, yet the same 
answer may be given, and we may be told, that 
it became necessary, and proper, in the divine 
| economy, to eudow man with such freedom of 
| will, as should render it inconsistent’ with the 
general plan, to compel all to turn unto the 
Lord, Suppose we admit all this for the sake 
| of argumeni; what follows? Ans, It is impos- 
| sible in the nature of things for God to save all ; 





hat is more than you know ; but suppose, fur argu- | 1. €. it is perfectly inconsistent with the free- 


mont, that they were not, for what purpose were they 


| dom of man to lay any restraints on him. This 


All this being conceded (and ne, 
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conclusion follows from the premises of Mr. K. 
and although he is disposed to fight against the 
doctrine of necessity, yet he m «kes it absolute- 
ly necessary that soine should, be damned for- 
ever, because peradventure God cannot save 
the whole and be consistent. When Mr. K. 
talks of the accountability of man, he discovers 
a defect in the will. He thinks, probably, that 
universalists are bad men, because they will not 
become methodists ; and if we are, as he pre- 
tends, “entirely free,” the evil lies in the want 
of a will to believe what he believes. Well, 
how is it with Mr. K’s God? He being almigh- 
ty, could save all if he hada will sotodo. For, 
says he, “admitting the doctrine of omnipo- 
tence; does it follow that he will do it? com- 
mon sense would say yes. IfGodis able to 
save all, he will do it. And if,after all, he does 
not perform the salvation of the whole, it must 
arise Paes some defect in the will. So that 
Mr. Kndpp’s God, is subject to the law of ne- 
cessity, whereas man is not! It appears evi- 
dent, that God permitted sin to enter the world, 
and death by sin; and if he had as much free- 
domas Mr. K. attributes to man he must have 
had “ power at the same instant to door not 
io do it”—to permit it or not. We leave it, 
therefore, for our opponent to determine, wheth- 
er God is as free as man or not—or whether 
he was “ well pleased with all the natural or 
moral evil in the universe” or not. 
Mr. K. talks about mankind being compel- 
led to comply with the offers of mercy against 
their will, and thinks, neither ourself nor all 
the men on earth can evade the conclusion, 
that such coercive measures would destroy the 
freedom of the will. For says he, “ ifa man 
do any thing without the free consent of his 
mind, it has not the nature of a moral action.” 
We freely admit the latter position; for noth- 
ing can be more apparent than its truth. But 
Mr. K. has said that there are no “ rewards 
promised for virtuous actions that do not spring 
from a pure intention, a voluntary mind, anda 
heart influenced by the holy spirit.” And now 
we ask, does a virtuous action, arising from a 
heart influenced by the holy spirit partake of 
the nature of a moral action ? Mr. K. must say 
yes, or deny his own statements. Then it ap- 
pears, that God can influence the will, and yet 
man can act morally free. This is all for which 
we contend, God operates on the will of man 
by setting in order his grace before the under- 
standing, and whenever the object presented 
appears lovely or desirable we shall willingly 
love it, and desire to obtain it. 

In reply to the idea, that the doctrine for 
which we contend involves the conclusion that 
Deity is well pleased with all the natural and 
moral evil in the universe, it need only be said, 
that He hath pronounced all his creation good, 
not excepting man, the consequence of whose) 
existence and moral freedom was perfectly 
known from the beginning. As to the existence 
of i and moral evil in the sight of God, it 
admits of a doubt whether it exists in the same 
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light in which finite beings view it; for it 
would be derogatory to the character of a good 
Deity to say that any evil is permitted to exist, 
which shall not produce a greater good. This 
subject may be illustrated by a very familiar 
comparison. A child is sick with a fever ; the 
parent sends fora physician, who prescrihes 
for the patient an emetic ; the parent assists in 
its administration, and derives some satisfac- 
tion from witnessing its distressing operation. 
Now it would be hard to say that the parent 
delights, in a case like this, to see the increas- 
ed distress of his child for the time being ; but 
his pleasure arises from the hope that the oper- 
ation of the medicine will save the life and re- 
store the health of his child. So, the taking 
of the emetic and the consequent distress, is not 
considered an evil but a good, inasmuch assuch 
in all probability, will be the result. So God 
permits us to inhale the poisonous effluvia of 
moral evil, and prescribes a cure for it, which 
is painful in the extreme, in order that a great- 
er good may result tous. If it be asked what 
great good can result from the introduction of 
sin into the world, it may be said, in reply, that 
“ where sin abounded grace did much more a- 
bound, that as sin hath reigned unto death even 
so might grace reign through righteousness un- 
to eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” I 
our opponent should now ask, shall we not con- 
tinue in sin that grace may abound, we answer, 
“ God forbid !” See Rom. vi. 1. 

Mr. K. assumes one proposition as a fact, 
which we are disposed to controvert. After 
saying that “the great Speaker from heaven 
seriously offered salvation to the Jews, is a well 
known fact,” he continues, “ you will say they 
are not damned.” Now we will not say any 
such thing. On the contrary, we say, they 
were damned ! Butsince we are allowed by 
our opponent to call it temporal damnation, we 
shall do so, and say in addition, that they re- 
ceived all the damnation they deserved—and 
farther that they never deserved any more than 
was for their good! It is asked, in our behalf, 
could not God save the Jews and Gentiles too? 
We answer, “ certainly, on our plan!” And 
our plan seems to agree with that of the apos- 
tle. See Rom, xi. 24, 25. 

(Remainder next week.) 





NOTICE.—Divine Service will be attended 
by the Universalist Society and Congregation 
next Sabbath at the New Building erected for 
that purpose. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


AN ADDRESS TO THE DEITY. 

Supreme Majesty of heaven, wilt thou per- 
mit those sentitive powers, and faculties of 
mind, which thou hast combined in me, to 
speak in thine ear? Yes, Iam assured, though 
thou art infinite in thy glorious perfections, it 
is not inconsistent with thy greatness to indulge 
the aspirations which it is thy pleasure to awa- 
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ken in the most humble being which is the. 
| |nished many unhappy instances, ix which the 

When I behold thee in those twinkling stars, 
which attract my wondering eyes, and contem-! duced hypochondriasis ; in others, insanity of - 
plate thy wisdom, thy power and thy goodness, | 
which are displayed, in all their perfections, in | 
those unnumbered worlds, my heart and all my | 


production of thy hand, 





treatise on insanity,“ My experience has fur- 
misplaced, injudicious zeal of preachers has in- 
the most incurable species, and moping melan- 


choly often terminated by suicide. Professors 
of this description, with the very best inten- 


affections are kindled into devotion, and my |tions, too frequently make no allowance for 
> . | . . . . *.* . 
whole soul becomes one flame of grateful in-| the peculiarity of natural disposition, and im- 


cense of thine altar. O Lord, thou will ac- 
cept it, for that flame is thine own breath. 

And when the curtains of the night are with- 
drawn, and the glory and beauty of the morn- 
ing call me from sweet and refreshing slum- 
bers, and mine eyes are opened to behold the 
welcome ruler of the day, who advances, at thy 
command, to scatter unnumbered blessings 
through earth and sea, the outgoings of the 
marning rejoice my heart, and inspire devo- 
tions, which are as fervent and as acceptable 
to thee, as those of the evening. 

When, directed by a portion of thy wisdom, 
I contemplate thy varied goodness, the pro- 
ductions of the several seasons of the year, 
which are abundantly ample to supply the 
wants of creation, and so perfectly adapted to 
the constitutions and appetites of those beings 
‘who wait to receive their food from thee, my 
heart becomes extended in gratitude, and seeks 
the fellowship of every living thing to assist in 
rendering to the giver of every good and per- 
fect gift, the grateful homage due for such 
mercies, 

But as it has suited the counsels of thine un- 
erring wisdom, that man shall be raised toa 
scale of being, which shall be free from the im- 
perfections of his earthly nature and constitu- 
tion, thou hast, in goodness, appointed, that the 
imperfections of the present state shall serve to 
bring to dissolution our present mode of exis- 
tence, that the more glorious may succeed.— 
This, thy divine favor, thou hast brought to 
light through the brightness of thy glory, whom 

‘thou hast appointed Lord of the dead and of 
the living. When enlightened by thy word 
and quickened by thy grace, Iam enabled to 
realize these gospel truths, and connect with 
them thy gracious favor in the forgiveness of 
my transgressions, repentance, humility, grati- 
tude and joy unspeakable seem to vie with 
each other in a heart which now loves thee to 
the fulness of all its powers. 

‘ Wilt thou,O my God, preserve in me these 
hopes and joys, and keep alive this celestial 
fire of sweet devotion, that by their influence 
the powers of temptation may be resisted, and 
the soul that loves thee preserved from evil.— 
Bost. Univ. Mag. H. B. 


EFFECTS OF TERRIFIC PREACHING. 
( Dr. Joseph Mason Cox, “ physician to the 
ong established asylum for lunatics, at the Fish 
Ponds, near Bristol,” and who belonged, from 
his childhood to«his death, to that class of 
Christians usually denominated Particular, or 
Calvinistic Bantists. aheornge tn bin pegetical 











pute to serious conviction and celestial influ- 
ence what more properly belongs to incipient 
disease, or to the agency of some certain mor- 
taland physical causes. Nothing is more cal- 
culated to depress hope and induce despondency. 
than the indiscriminate practice of minutely 
describing, in the most glowing colors, the hor 
rors of hell, and the sufferings of the damned, 
dwelling on the judgments, more than on th: 
mercy and the goodness of the Deity.” #A.Bosto: 
Universalist Magazine. 


A HYPOCRITE REPROVED. 

A Church member, in the “land of steady 
habits,” who pretended to bea strict observer of 
the Sabbath, would sometimes suffer himself to 
do works of necessity on that holy day. He 
went out on a Sunday morning to feed his pigs. 
and improved the opportunity while they were 
eating, (thinking doubtless, it might improve 
their appearance,) to cut off their tails, A few 
hours afterwards his little son, who was present 
at the operation upon the pigs, went out inte 
the yard to play. The father, seeing the boy 
thus engaged, seized a rod in anger, and afte: 
giving a lecture on the enormity of thus pro- 
faning God’s holy day, he raised his hand to 
inflict upon the boy, a punishment due his crime, 
when he cried out “ father, I don’t think it is 
any more hurt to do what Ihave done than it 
was to cut off the pigs’ tails.” Stung to the 
soul by the justice of the boy’s reproof, the rod 
fell from his hand, and he went directly to see 
if the pigs had done bleeding. 





RECEIPT FOR CONTENTMENT. 

A manasked a pious minister, who had strug- 
gled through many difficulties without repining, 
or discovering impatience ; how it was he could 
thus be always easy and contented, under what- 
ever scenes’ The good man replied, “I can 
teach you the secret with great facility : It con- 
sists in nothing more than making a right use 
of my eyes. In whatever state I am, I first of 
all look up to heaven, and remember that my 
principal business is to get there. I then look 
down upon earth, and call to mind how small a 
space I shall occupy in it, when I come to be 
interred. I then look abroad into the world, 
and observe what multitudes there are, who 
are more unhappy than myself. Thus I learn 
where true happiness is placed ; where all our 
earthly cares must end; and how very little 
reason I have to complain or repine.” Rea- 
der, improve this receipt ; and you too will ob- 
tain a cure. 
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Forgeries.—A fellow who gocs by the name 
of Joseph Crawford, who kept a shoe store in 
the Bowery, and a few years since was a meth- 
odist preacher in Albany, has been detected in 
forging the name of a respectable and wealthy 
merchant in this city, as an endorser on his 
notes of hand, and by that means defrauded 
three of our banks to a considerable amount. 
We understand the Grand Jury have found 
bills against him, but that he has made _ his es- 
cape, and has hitherto eluded all attempts to 
trace him. He is said to be about 55 years of 
age,— Ev. Post, 





SATURDAY EVENING. 

It is proper, often to call ourselves to asolemn 
account for the past time of our lives; but par- 
ticularly soasto close of days, months and years. 
And at the close of the week 3 when our toils 
are done, and we may perhaps be seated at the 
door, or by the fire-side, with our families a- 
round us, and the prattling babes about our 
knees, and the thousand little nameless comforts, 
which cluster together in our imaginations, 
when we hear of Saturday night at home; at 
such a season, if we are pecple of any serious 
thought, our minds must, in some measure, be 
taken up with sober reflections. There is 
something solemn in the eve of the Sabbath, in 
the return.of laborers, and the preparation for 
rest, and the general feeling of enlargement. 
And even where we do not observe the eastern 
custom of commencing the Sabbath on Satur- 
day evening, yet the Lord’s day seems to dawn 
and the cessation of cares to betoken some- 


thing peaceful, and the expectation of approach | 
ing solemnities to claim the soul; so that the | 
man must be peculiarly stupid, who is not, of | 


necessity, thrown out of the common route 
of his giddy, or his busy thoughts, when the i ud- 
dy streaks of the west are beginning to grow 
dusky, and the week seems fading away. And 
what are the thoughts which a conscientious 
person would have, and which of course, we 
all ought to have, at such a time? A week is 
past; let my thoughts run through its business ; 
and let conscience pass a faithful sentence.— 
Am Ia better man, a better husband, a better 
wife, a better neighbor, or whatever be my cal- 
ling, and whatever the duties which it lays upon 
me? Am I more satisfied with my conduct than 
Twas the week before? If I am not, I have 
lived in vain. 

What have I done for the good of the neigh- 
borhood ? what for the public good? How 
have I been prospered in business; and how 
have I shown my thankfulness by administering 
to the necessities of those around me? Are no 
sick, afflicted strangers in my vicinity ? If not, 
is this the most favored spot under heaven ?— 
And if there are, what have I done for their re- 
lief ¢ If in none of these things I have been 
improving, I am living for myself, a selfish nig- 
gard, unworthy of the name of a man ar Chris- 
tian. Am I better prepared for dying, than J 
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was last week ? And when I look forward, how 
am I going to spend the next week; and what 
new project for improvement have I in mind ? 
And how am I about to sanctify the Sabbath > 
And what can I do for the good of others ? 

There are, in truth, plain and simple notions; 
but they are such as often come into the head 
of a plain man in the country.— Trenton Em- 
porium. 

As long as worldly vanities please they are 
accepted as an equivalent for happiness; but 
their appointed course is short, and its deluded 
votaries are soon left to seek some other idol, 
‘Then comes that ‘ vexation of spirit,’ which a- 
rises from misdirected talents and misplaced af- 
fections. 
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EVENING PRAYER AT A GIPL’S SCHOOL, 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 
Hush ! ’tis a holy hour !—the quiet room 
Seems like a temple, while yon soft lamp sheds, 
A faint and starry radiance, through the gloom 
And the sweet stillness, down on bright young 
heads, 
With all their clustering locks, untouch’d by care, 
And bow’d—as flowers are bow’d with night—in 
prayer. 





Gaze on, ‘tis lovely! childi.ood’s lip and cheek, 
Maotling beneath its earnest brow of thought! 
Gaze, yet what seest thou in those fair and meek 
And fragile things, as but for sunshine wrought? 
—Thou seest what grief must nurture for the sky, 
What death must fashion for eternity ! 








O joyous creatures! that will sink to rest ! 
Lightly when those pure orisons are done, 
As birds with slumber’s honey-dew oppress’d, 
Mid’st the dim folded leaves, at set of sun; 
Lift up your hearts! though yet no sorrow lies 
Dark in the summer-heaven of those clear yes. 


Though fresh within your breast th’ untroubled 
springs 
Ofhope make melody where’er ye tread, 
And o’er your sleep bright shadows from the wings 
Of spirits visiting but youth, be spread ; 
Yet in those flute-like voices, mingled low, 
Is woman’s tendcrness—how soon her woe! 


Her lot ison you!—silent tears to weep, 
And patient smiles to wear through euflering’s 
heat, 
And sumless riches, from affection’s deep, 
To pour on broken reeds—a wasted shower! 
And to make them idols, and to find ther clay, 
And to bewail that worship—therefore pray ! 


Her lot is on you!—to be found untir’d 
Watching the stars out by the bed of pain, 
With a pale cheek, and yeta brow inspir’d, 
And a true heart of hope, though hope be vain! 
Meekly to bear with wrong, to cheer decay, 
And, oh! to rove thro’ all things—therefore pray ‘ 


And take the thought of this calm vesper time, 
With its Jow murmuring sounds and silvery light, 

On through the dark days fading from their prime, 
As a sweet dew to keep your soul from blight! 

Earth will forsake—Oh happy to have given 

Tl’ unbroken heart’s first fragrance unto heaven! 


